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Growing up on a farm in a small Ohio town, I shared my
childhood with animals of all kinds. I was enchanted by
the wildlife I discovered near my home, and my family’s
dogs and cats were my best friends. They were the first
to teach me that like humans, animals have needs,
desires, curiosities, and individual complexities and
quirks.

practice—and therefore exempt from anti-cruelty laws.

An Advocate for the Animals

I came to realize at a very young age, however, that
when it comes to other creatures, human compassion is
not always logically allocated. My family members cared
deeply for the animals they saw as companions but gave
little consideration to those they farmed, hunted,
trapped, and fished.

This event motivated me to correct what I viewed as a
grave injustice, and MFA was born the same year. While
originally intended to expand protections for all animals,
MFA naturally came to focus on those raised and killed
for food. Farmed animals not only suffer in the greatest
numbers, but as a group they endure abuses far worse
than other animals we exploit. Shuttered away from the
public eye, animals on factory farms and in
slaughterhouses needed an ally to speak on their behalf,
and we were determined to be their voice.

Though I had unwillingly witnessed cruelty to animals
throughout my childhood—acts others considered
mundane realities of rural life—one particular instance
of abuse ultimately led me to found Mercy For Animals
(MFA), a nonprofit dedicated to preventing cruelty to
animals farmed for food in the U.S.

MFA’s early projects focused on raising awareness about
factory farming by distributing literature and staging
demonstrations. Eventually we began conducting
undercover investigations and open rescues on factory
farms—bringing cameras in and animals out to expose
the truth about this ugly system.

The Piglet That Started It All

Undercover Investigations

The incident took place in 1999, when I was 15 years
old. A teacher at a local high school, who was also a pig
farmer, brought a bucket of day-old piglets from his
farm for the students of his agricultural class to study
and dissect. He had attempted to kill the piglets on his
farm that morning, but one was still alive. In an effort to
finish her off, a student who had worked on the teacher’s
farm grabbed the piglet by her hind legs and hurled her
headfirst into the ground.

Undercover investigations remain one of our core
strategies today, forming the backbone of our
organization and the foundation for many of our efforts.
Through undercover investigations, we act as the world’s
window into an industry that has arguably become one of
the most destructive to animals, our health, and the
planet we all share.

His attempt failed; the piglet did not die, though her
skull was broken and blood streamed out of her mouth.
Horrified, a few students grabbed the dying piglet and
took her to another teacher, who transported the piglet to
a vet to be euthanized.
Both the student and the farmer were charged with
animal cruelty, and the event generated a great deal of
media attention and controversy in my small farming
community. Sadly, the case was immediately dismissed
on its first day in court. It turns out that slamming piglets
headfirst into the ground is standard agricultural
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Like laws and policies, major food companies also
control the fate of billions of animals. Our dedicated
corporate outreach department focuses on improving
these companies’ welfare standards to eliminate the
worst of the worst industry practices: standardized
abuses like gestation crates and battery cages.

Mercy For Animals, by the Numbers
22 million animals spared from cages and
mutilation, thanks to our corporate policy
victories.
90 countries impacted by our corporate policy
victories.

(continued)

How One Piglet Changed My Life
By
July 09 2015

31 million animals freed from cages annually,
thanks to new laws promoted by MFA and
partner organizations.
5 million animals spared from misery annually as
our videos, outreach, and education department
inspire people to reduce or eliminate meat
consumption.
MFA’s incredible growth over the years has been
paralleled by an immense cultural change I could not
have dreamed of just a decade and a half ago. Every day
brings more progress for our fellow creatures, and I
believe a world in which all animals are treated with
kindness and compassion is coming into view.
Watch this video to learn more about Mercy For Animals,
from past to present:
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